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Several Paffages and Letters between his Excellency 
Benjamin Fletcher, ble 


Captain General and Governourin Chief of the Provinee of New-Tork, 
by their Majefties under the great Seal of England, to be their Lieut. 
= ‘and Commander in. chiefof the Militia, and of all the Forces by Sea 
~ and Land within their Majefties Collony of Connecticut, and of all thit 
Forts and places of Strength within the fame. | 


The prefent Adminiftratorsg of the Laws in the 
 Collony ef CONNECTICUT, in the Month of Ofober, 1693.” 

“TKN the 13th of October, his Excellency departed from New-York, 
| towards Cownecticur,in order to the Publication of their Majefties 
‘ Letters Patents for, and taking upon him the Command of the 
“Militia in that Collony.. he a ee 


The sath day he arrived at Millford Bay, and writ this Letter Ho 


on board, to Governour Treat at Milford : 


SLRs - fUGH .O7i0: .,.Millford Bay, Ofober 14. 1693." 
“WN Obedience to their Majefties Commiffion, dire&ted to me for the 
~£ Command of their Militia of the Collony of Connecticut, I am come 
‘to publifh the fame, and totakethat Truft upon me; and in the firft 
place have thought fit'to communicate their Majefties Royal Pleafure to 


you, asa Perfon that has a&ted in chief Rank of the Government, and 3 


dif¢harged that Trovt with a fair Reputation: ! have fent this Gentleman 
their Majefties Secretary for the Province of New-York, to acquaint you 
with what may be further {aid upon this oécafion, and to defire your 
dire&tions, how I may beit Meer my felf for the publifhing of their Maje- 
fties Commands, to render then? moft effe@tual for theprefent Service. 
I am, SIR, Your Humble Servaut, 
BEN. FLETCHER. 


Hereunto his Excellency received no Anf{wer. F 3 
| A i | ' Tha 


ps aS 


Province of Pewnfilvania, Country of New-Caftle; Gc. Commiffionated — 


“ 6 f 2 7 . ’ 4 
The uth day his Excellency arrived at Vew-Havex, and nis Horfés 
“mot coming, on the 17th he wrote this following Letter tothe Governor 
and General Court of Connecticut, fitting, at Hariford. 
Gentlemen 5 “* Wew-Haven, Ost ober 17. 1€93. ars 
B® Landed at this place forne- what late Sabbath day at night; my Horfes 
and other conveniences being. aboatd another Sloop, and not yet 
come up, has detained melonger herethan Ddefigned or defired: Being 
informed your General Gourt is now fitting,1 am willing to communicate 
their Majefties Command to you ‘while youare together, conceiving it : 
-Willimofkiconduce to their Majeftics fervice, and therefore I defire you 
will not adjourn your felyes till | can comeup to Hartford, which {hall 
be without lof of time! fo foon 2s my ‘Horfes’ arrive, which I hourly 
expect, Lam, Gentlemen, . eer Lee aA 
cagA 5 ose ont oslyomrEdumble Servant, Ben. Fletcher. | 


s 


boteco imme ety s\) ue t 
“of evhich Better his Excellency had this Aafer) 0! 


Capt. General and Governour in chief 
oes Ab AME hy, Reh FSR Fr? 4st ¢ E ¢ om, Sad 
das bay oyun eerste 


., Excellent § IR; y.- v4 ! Hartford, Odober 18. 1692. 
7 Our Letter, of the 7h Tditane, at ‘one of the Clock ia thevafternoor, 
Shout & of the Clock this Morning eame to our Governours hand, 
who hath acquainted us with the Receipt of yours, and of tl e occafion 
~Sphichi hath detainied your: Excelleticy: longerirrthofe partsthan you de- 
fired or defigned ; asalfo, that your Excellency defiresthat we would not 
adjourn Bui felves till you can come up to Hartford. Anan{wer towhich 
yourExcelleney may be pleafed by thefe to be informed; That our general 
Court hath been together upon their Majefties ferviceyever fince Thurf{day 
laft,and are about dilpatching the Affairs under hand,as we may,but fhall 
not break up till Fryday. next, and fhall be ready to wait upon your Ex~ 
cellency in General ‘Court, to hear or receive from you what yeu have 
fo acquaint us with, thatmay be for-their. Majeftics Service, .and the 
‘publick good’ of their’ Subjedise ) Which with Refpetts and Service to 
“your Exc¢elléfcy, is aikat Spre(entfrom' your Humble Servants, The Go- 
weraour and General *onoe of their Mage ves Collony of ConneCcut. By 
He Gees? ena Paley A toido nt be 3s cog! to) cg g am voy 
imoibiaeel ina Seg veil | noises tga Al 4 “fohn Allyn, Seoretatye 
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The fame day his’ Excellency wrote to them as followeths) 
OP pthe Gaverwour and General Gourt.o, Connecticut, aé Hattford. 


* = An 
aw RT" G 4\eleur 


Gentlemen 3 SSS ew-Haven, Oftober 19. at 11 clock, i mornings 


RPJCB 


Hisday about 102 Clock I had the favour of yours. Finding the 
wind continue Northerly, Ican get no news of my Horfes, fo 


eat Lcannot propofe-@egetting up to Hartford to morrow. pict vis 
Clire 


of 


| defire that you will pleafe to adjourn cothisplace, wherea very tho; 
‘time will allow me to lay before you fich things as Lhave to offer for 


their Majelties fervice. Eam, Gentlemen, Your humble Servant, 

ae iepoage ye ar iii af : Ben, Fletcher. 
2 And in Anfwer to that Letter his Excellency had this Return, | 
‘Excellent s ER; | | Ry Hartford, Ofober 20. 1604. 

. / Ours of the r9th inftant we have received, and in anfwer thereuntg 
__) wererurn,Wecannot,under our prefent Circumftances, adjournta 
New-Haven, and have chofe rather, (tho” we have waited feveral days to 
attend your Excellency in General Court) ‘to refolye to continue our 
~. general Court by adjournment till Taefday next about ten of the clock. 

Which isall the needful at prefent from your humble Servants, The Gas’ 

mernous and general Court, By their Order, figned by me, Saris yee 

shulg se | on _» Sobn Allyn, Sects. 

pars Excelleney departed from New-Haves the 2ath day in tlie Eves 
ing, and lodged at Wallingfordthat night. - ; HBO OED. Tris. 

.. The 23d day he arrived at Hirtford.. The next Morning he went to ~_ 
the General Court then fitting, there publithed their Majefties: Lettets ° 
Patents, and left with them the following Memorial.. caer eae 


A Memorial to the Goversdur. and Geweral Court for. the Collony of Con: 


IQ Exjamin Fletcher, their Maiclties Capt. General and Governour ix 
chief in and over their Majefties Provinces-of Mew. York; Penniils 
vania, oc, Gives in this Memorial, to which he defires a Reply, without 
‘TofS of time, their Majetties Service callin g for his immediate Repair to 
she Fronteers 5, 87C. ips ji a a ent 
 Hefays,being corte into this Collony with thei? Majefties Commiffior 
- under their great Seal of England, toaé& as their Lieutenant and Com- 
mander in chief of the Militia, and of all the Forces, by Sea and Land 
within their Majefties Collony of Conneticut, and of allthe Forts and 
laces of Strength within the fame. Which Commiffion he does here 
“produce, and expeCt.a. ready Complyance to it, from all their Majeftiés: 
Joving Subjects, . that be may proceed to the execution of that Trutt. * 


Ben. Fletcher 


~eeyneChicut, Yirrize at Hartford, October 24. 36932) 21°: 
gcse ct ae ee T¥ 
ay es 8 ei Ciz Bix if by 


fon ; ' a hear 


‘Coll. Byard and Secretary Clarkfon were fent with this following 


Geathemen ; 


MLE are come froni the General to acquaint you, that juft now he 
YW © received an ExprefS, with Letters from Albany, which give hic 
| | an 


an account of the weaknels of that Garrifon, and the growing ftrength 
oi the Knémy. % ae Were D oe Saree es Ng aa 
Weare further to acquaint you, That thefe delays of yours do very 
much hinder the neceflary Affairs of their Maijefties here : . His Excel- 
lency has no directions nor inftructions from the King to make any 
applications to your felves ; he has not publifht his Commiffion until he 
did it in this Court; nor could he fuppofe, neither will it be believed in 
See ons England that an Englifh Collony fhould deny the Rights of their Pro- 
Meares <i), ‘teftant King. Re oe ae iy oes 
es 74) The Letters from Albany do ftill intimate, That they are apprehenfive 
that they will be attacked by the Enemy, and if that Poft fhould be loft. ° 
for want of your Comiplyance to their Majefties Commiflion, youmay — 
be fenfible of what dangerous confequence the fame would be to your 
fves.*. ae BAS siteieet on 
The arfeys are under the fame Circumftances with your felves,in 
refpect of their Charter, yet have willingly fubmitted to the Kings plea- 
‘fure and Right of the Militia, who are commanded by his Excellency ; 
Mex the Governour of that Collony aéts there without the leaft interrup- 
tion: He calls Affemblies, makes Laws, raifes Money, ordains and 
keeps Courts, only commands the Militia under his Excellency, who _ 
has not altered one fingle Officer in that Collony. oO 2 a Sa) 
Gentlemen, We are to conclude with the laft thing his Excelleny gave 
us in charge, That the fatal Confequences of your Proceedures, as it 
appears to his Excellency, will'be repented*by you and’your Pofterity - 
~qhen’tis too late: You are the only People in all the Kings Dominions 
that will venture to difpute with our King,who is a Souldier, concerning 
that inherent Right of the Militia, fettled upon the Crown by: feveral 
Acts of Parliament, and cannot be aliened nor demifed’  °- ? 


WN. Bayard, M, Clarkfon- 


Thc 26th day his Excellency received the following’ Paper from the — 

General Court. Mako | Se vc 

To bis Excellency Benjamin. Eletcher, Captain General and Governour. 
in Chief of their Majesties Province of New-York, &¢. | 


} 
cP 


N Return to your Excellency’s Demands of the Militia, of-us their 
Majefties general Court of their Collony of Conneéticut, WWe fay, 
That finding in your Excellency’s Commiffion no exprefs {uperfeding 
of the Commiffion of the Militia in our Charter, nor no Order to us 
from their Majefties to furrender the fame; and being fenfible of the 
sreat Importance of this matter, and finding it in feveral main things 
which do need-a particular Explication and Settlement, as we shall, God. 
willing, manifeft to their Maie fties, cannot but corceive it our Duty, 
both with refpect to their Majefties Service, and our own Peace and 
“Prefervation in this time of War, to continue the Militia as formerly, 
till by our Agent, now fent for Exgland, we fhall receive farther Orders 
from their Majelties. And 


Voth 
ieee ie 


OF OT I OO NS ee naa ae exeagery ~~; me 


. . ae a 


And in Obedience to their Majefties gracious Letters, of A4arch the 34. 1692. | 

we {hall he ready upon all juft o¢cefions, to yeild Ailiftance to his Excellency Coll. 
Benjamin Fletcher, Elg; his Bisco rs Captain General and Governour ef New-York, 
&&¢. and te the Commander there in Chief for the time being for the Defence ot — 
the id Province againft the common Enemy, according te out Ability, and in El 
proportion with our Neighbouring Collonies and Provirces,aitho? we lave already _ § 
been out above five Thouland Pound; for the defending our Neighbours of Albazy ! 
fiocethe War began, befides the lofs of Lives. And furtiter, this Court does | 
fee reafon to grant the fum of fix hundred Pounds in Country Pay, out of our Pe 
Country Rate, towards the Charge of maintaining the Garrifon at Albany, on- 
ward of what fhall be our Proportion of that Charge, in Obedience to Their 4 
Majefties Letter of the 3d of March laft. By Order of the Governour and Ge- # 
neral Cours of Conneticut, figned by, . : mo 


Hartford, Ofober 25. 1693- Foln Alyn, Sect. ) : 
And about two hours after his Excellency made this Return by Coll. Bayar de e 
To the Governour aad General Court of Connecéticut, fitting at Hartford, i & 


O€tober 26. 1693. 


Have received your Paper, which isno Anfwer to my Memorial; for I de : 
not demand the Militia from you, knowing very well, as you your felves do, oe 
"That you have ne right toit, it being fettled on the Kings and Queens of England ix 
and their Succeffors, by feveral Acts of Parliament, and by no Power on Earrh can 
be demifed from the prefent Poffeffor of the Crown. But I have, in tender regard 
to this Englife Collony-givenitrmy- Memorial to you, the prefeut Adminiftrators 
af the Government here, in expectation of your ready Compliance to theit 
Majefties Patent, and your Affiftanceto me, being a ftranger in thefe parts, for 
the more fpeedy and effectual execution of that lawful Commiffion, whith is 
ranted in Grace by their Majeftics, as well for your Security and Defence, as the 
Affertion of their own Right, and this has inno part of their Dominions found a 
Rub or Contelt. 
Ido therefore in their Majefties Names demand your Obedienee to this Com- 
tiffion, as you will anfwer the Coafequenees that willenfue; and expect afpeedy 


Reply inone of thefe two words, Yes, or No. ines 
| Ben. Fletcher. 


: Gentlemens : : 


| By bis Excelleaty Benjamin Fletcher, Their Majeffies Lieutenant and 
Commander in Chief of the Militia, ana of allthe Forces by Sea and 
Land within their Majefties Collony of Conneticut, and of all she 
Forts and places of Strength within the fame. “ee 

M. Clarkfon, Secretary. 


Coll. Bayard had alfo in Charge to deliver this Meflage- 


Gentlemen ;, 
] Am further to tell yeu from his Excellency, theGeneral, hat he is refolved to 
put their Majefties Conmiffion in Execution, and immediately ifiuc forth a Pro- 
clamation, fhewing the method he has taken for the eale and fatisfaction ot their 
Majefties Subjegts in this Collony, leaving the Militia in the fame hands he found 
jt. And am alfo directed be Excellency to make you, Governour Ties F a 
5 tender 


[64 . 
gender of a Commiffion from him, for the Command of all the Militia in this 
Collony. And alfo to acc yaint thisCourt, That his Exeelieney has neither Power . 
nor Intention to invade any of their CivilRights, bout that all things aay run ia 
the fame Channel, with no alteration, but only your acknowledging the Power of 
the Militia an inherent Right in their Majefties. bes 
And I may aflure you from his Excellency, That he will not fet a foot out of this 
Coilony till he fees an Obedience paid to this Commillion, by all fuch as are Loyal 
Subjeéts to their Majefties, and will diftinguilh fete one ee RM: 
; By bis Excellency’s Command, 
Bolted: N. BAYARD. © 


> 


Coll. Bayard returning from the General Court, @e. sacquainted his Excellency 
‘That they defired a Copy of their Majefties Letters Patents, and that they pro- 
mifed to make afpeedy Reply to his Excellency’s Anfwer fent by the aforsiaid 
Coll. Bayard. . . Sue . eee Sagara 

His Eevellency ordered Coll. Bayard ana Secretary Clarkfon immediately to carry 
the Original Patent to the General Court, and te leave it with them for their 
perufal, and withal to require them to caufe it to be entred inthe Publick Records 
of this Collony. Which Meflage was accordingly performed. Whereupon. 
Secretary Allyn made anfwer, That it could not be done whilft the Court was 
fitting ; but feemed to he willing to do the {ame after the Court fhquid be broke 


up; and then promifed to return the Original te his Excellency. — mikey 


{ 


In the Evening, the foliowing Paper was feat to his Excellency from, the 


General Court. ae 

To his ExceNency Collovol Benjamin Fletcher, Efq, Captain General and Severnour in 
; Chief of thew Adazefties Province of New-York, @e. : 

| Hartford, Ob. 26. 1603. + 


yed, wherein your Exeellency tells us, T ha€ 
hich is no anfwer to your Memorial, &c, 
received frem your Exceliency, and do 


Excelent SIR; 


Ours of Offober 26. we have recel 

4 you have received eur Paper, w 

We have duely confidered wkat we have 
return, That we have in our Anfwer to yeut Memorial, fully informed your 

Excellency of our Opinion of thofe things you mentioned to us therein, which | 
you may pleafe to take as our Anfwer. Yet further, we fay, That we agree with 


your Excellency, That the Inherent Right in the Militia, Pelonss. to tee 
is difpofe, and hath been fettled upon us under the great . 


jetties, and that it is at hi : | 
Seal of England, and enjoyed by us the two laft Reigns, and ever lince our prelent 
Soveraign Lord and Lady, King Widiam and Queen Mary, (whom God preferve J 
came to the Crown ; and lately, we receiv’d fome directions from them,, in order 

d-; and therefere our defire 


to the Improvement of the fame, which we flaall atten ar 
is, That you would not interrupt us in our enjoyment of the fame, till we have 
Opportunity to underftand their Majefties farther Pleafure therein, which we 
truft will be no prejudice their Majefties Intereft, and may be a good means to 
.prevent fature Inconveniencies. 

By Order of the Governonr and General Cont, figned by me, 


John Allyn, Secretary. 


And the next day this following Memorial. 


| : Eg , 

A Memorial from the Governeur and General Court of Conneticut Coboay 
To be Excellemey Benjamin Fletcher, the 27th of Oltober, 1 693. 5. ’ 

i Excellent SIR; ees 7 | eee : bie u 15 5 ee Sy7ou 


V7 E,bsves ia our former to your Excellency, tendored you Six Hundred 
: Pounds in Country pays OUE of our Kate, towards ‘the charge -of 
maintaining the Garrifon at Albany, ‘onward of what fhall be eur Preportion i; 
fait Charge. We defire your Excellency’s Anfwer, whether that be acceptable 
to you. But if you judge it more for Their Majefties Service to have Men, 
' we fhall raife about fifty Men to affilt in Garrifoning Albany, who we thal} 
raife and fend forth with what {peed we may, to continue there tid the Spring, 
to the end of March, or firft of April next. We crave your Excellency’s 
An{wer, who ate, Your Humble Servaats, The Governour and General Court of 
Conne@icut. LG ae ig GENS his 
i By their Order, fened, John Allyn, Secr: 


To which his Excellency made this Anfwer. 


His Exeellency’s Anfwer to the Memorial: of the Governour and geweral- 
Court ef Conneticut Colony, the 27 of October, 1693. 


Genthmen 5 | ‘ 

Have your Memorial of this day before me, and in anfwer thereunto f thik-fit 

to tell you, I asa Their Majeities Lieutenant and Commander in Chief of 
all the Military Forces-in-this Collony. And that by my Cemmiifien, publifh’d 
in your General Court, ail other Military Commiffions are fuperfeded, and 
actually veid. When you think fit to acknowledge the Power of this Patent, 
which has never found a Difpute by any of their Majefties Subjects in any part of 
their Dominions, I fhall- then readily proceed to confult with you of fuch 
Methods, for the fettling the Militia here, as may be molt for the eafe of Their 
Majefties Subjects, and the Security and Safety of the Fronteers Of Albany; and 
this Cellony. In the mean time I conceive my feif obliged to purfue the Ex. 
ecution of their Majettics Letters Patents, to me directed, till I find an open 
Violation of their Majefties Right by Force of Arms. 


By Commands of their Majefties Lieutenant and Commander in Chief of the 
— Military Forces in this Coileny, 


M. Clarkfon, S ecretary. 


_ Upenthe delivery of the aboye Memorial, the general Court difperfed, and 
returned no Anfwer. 


During his Excellency’s ftay at Hartford he had twice Conference 
with Governour Treat, Secretary Alyn, Mr. Pitkin and Mr. Stanley, 
who attended his Exce'lency at his Lodging. His xcellency having 
heard what they had to fay, anfwered their feveral Arguments, in 
particular to their Allegations, That they had enjoyed their Miliria the 
two laft Reigns, and fince their prefenc Majefties came to the Crowa, 
faid, ‘ Genthmet, 
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F & Te eae ane tae ee hee ae ue ee 5 ea ae iat ae, Re 
“Gentlemen, You cannot fay you had the Power of the Militia in sy 
thelate Reign, Sir Edmsuwad Andros being received and owned your ~~ 
Governour, from whom you received Commiffions, under him you 
ated, and {wore Allegiance tothat Government. 
_ Nor can you truly fay, you had the Rower of your Militia under 
“their prefent Majelties, Sic William Phipps having a Commifion under 
the great Seal forthat Truft, which is {uperfeded and nulled by exprefs 
words in this Commiffiontome.. =. soe Yr 1” ao eee 
And them concluded :athusig? nits ci nei (La Queda tien diag) eee ae 
- Youare permitted by your Charter, in cafe of eminent Danger, to 
-armand array the Subjetts of this Collony, but I do‘not find you are 
jmpowered to give Commiflions and keep up a ftanding Militia, = 
_ Ido therefore require you, Coll. Treat, to give Obedience to this 
‘Commiffion, and I dotender you the chief Command of all the Militia — 


f : 


in thisCollony, under myfelf’ =. se 
, Then his Excellency publifhed his Proclamation. ' 
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A true Copy, Examined and allowed tobe Printed, byl. Clarkfon, . Secretary.‘ : 
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Printed and Seid by Ww tllsaen Bradford, Printer to their Maj eftie s, King 
Wikiaw and Queen Mary, atthe Bi} \¢ in New-Lork, 1693. 
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